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HUMBLY ADDRESSED 

TO THE INHABITANTS 
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REVISED AND CORRECTED, 
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WITH THE ADDITION OF 

A FEW 
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By S. B N. 



^^ In age, in infancy, from other's aid, 
" Is all our hope: To teach us to be kind." 

Young. 
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DEDICATION. 



I HIS feeble production of a female pen (thefor- 
mer^part of which was published txvelve years past), 
'is humbly inscribed to her friends and the public, 
soliciting their kind reception, not on account of its 
merit, being truly conscious of its imperfections; 
nevertheless, hoping, the motive is justifiable (being 
partly intended for the benefit of an aged near female 
relation, reduced from a comfortable situation in life 
to absolute dependence, who has been quite blind 
four years, and is totally helpless). She trusts theit 
candour will draw a veil over the eye of criticism, 
and their benevolence consider the melancholy situ- 
ation of the above as an'*apologi/ for the price. 
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SERIOUS REFLECTIONS, &c- 



When God dWt saviour, manifest iii flesh, 
Vouchsaf M to* sojourn with the sons of men^ 
He then predicted to a guilty land, 
That many borrows Would arise, before 
impenitence should seal its final doom^ 
Our God, long*sufFeringj Warns before He 
Strikes ; shews us the tokens, and suspends the 
Blow. Happy the land that knoWs her gracious 
Day, nor slights her visitation from the Lords 

Wars, arid war's rumoufs, dire effects of sin ; 
Earthquakes^ sword ahd dearth, God's ministers of 
Vengeance, his strange work, when mercy, long 
Rejected, her charge at last forsakes* 

Judgments have visited in distant lands i 
How many now in tears, lametit their slain ! 
What powers are still engagM to seek revenge, 

B 
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And inundate their fields with human blood \ 
Sad cause of grief \o ev*ry feeling mind. 

Tl^e awful controversy is begun : 
O earth ! earth ! earth ! attend the voice divine ; 
The holy God^ alway abhorring sin, 
Hath bent his bow : his hand is stretchM out still ; 
Nor is his just displeasure turnM away. 
Let every sinner stand in awe ; and 
Every guilty nation deeply mourn. 
O Britain ! hear and tremble : haste to the 
Mercy seat : hide in the appointed shelter, 
The tryM Rock, Rock of eternal ages, 
Cleft for thee. (" Who can telP^ if genuine 
Repentence should be found, but God, our God| 
May our tranquility prolong, and make 
Our land a praise upon the earth), 

O Britain! greatly blest by the Most High, 
And yet debas'd by the most flagrant crimes ; 
How many swearers cause the land to mourn ! 
Iniquities abou^iding, shock the mind : 



Sins against light, against unbounded love : 
What mercies slighted, and what power defyM ! 
God's holy day how openly profanM ; 
A sad disgrace to our enlightened land. 
Offences numerous ; amid the list, 
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One strikes with horror) tiding to despait ; 

Our God incarnate publicly denied ! 

Ye candid men, say, will the wind and sea 

Obey a creature's word ? 

Or can a creature speak the dead to life ? . 

(Even Satan could confess Jesus, the 

Son of the Most High) . Misguided man t 

Thou Alpha and Omega ! whom evVy 

Angel worships i thou great I AM, who said, 

♦' Let there be light,^* and light appeared : True 

Light thyself, and great enlight*ner of man ; 

O deign to shine on our benighted rnind^ 

And turn our tenfold darkness into day, 

** An age of reason?^' say, of unbelief: 
Bold infidelity rears its baneful 
Head ; and holds a glow-worm to Outvie the 
Sun. " Let potsherds of the earth contend with 
Fellow potsherds : But wo to the man who 
Dare dispute with God ; saying *' I cannot 
Comprehend, therefore will not believe.'^ Doubt 
Then thine own existence ! a mystery 
Surpassing far thy most profoiijftd ideas* 
How th' immoi-tal mind to flesh allied ? 
The body circumscribM^ while thought can reach 
Creation's utmoBt bound, can penetrate 
Beyond terrestrial things, and soar above 
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Mortality ? Say, dan ye comprehend 
This wondVous truth ; or can ye comprehend 
A thousand fact^, of which thy senses evidence 
Full conviction give ? Ceas6 then, vain man. 
The poor impotent strife, thine ignorance 
Confess, and, deeply humbled in the dust, 
Jmplore that wisdom which descends from God, 
•J'rue wisdom^s source, 

We bear the Christian name ; a sacred name 
And title honourable : But will name 
Alone suffice, should gathering clouds, and 
Storms impendmg, suddenly descend ? Nor 
Names, nor sects, nor general assent to 
Glorious truths, will screen oiir naked head, 
Who brings an offering without a heart 
Will be rejected : Unerring wisdom 
Hath pronouncM the sacrifice too piean for 
J-,oye divine, 

The joyfViI news of gospel grace, sounds through 
Our favourM isle, O ! ye despisers, hear ; 
Ye who are sinking iq the mire of sin, 
Regardless of the great allrseeing eye ; 
Defying him,, at whose supreme command 
The earth and all therein shall cease to be. 
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He who from chaos callM creation forth. 
Upholding all by his almighty powV ; 
Who once destroyM a rebel world, a few 
Excepted, righteous found, who nobly 
Dared, through strength divine, t' oppose the stream. 
He will again dissolve the world he made ; 
Will come to judge the whole of human race, 
And separate the precious from the vile. 

Shall mortal arm strive with Omnipotence ? 
How vain the contest. Thoughtless sinner pause ; - 
What art thou doing ? still resisting Him 
Who poured his blood in copious streams for thee. 
He wills thy present and eternal peace : 
Procrastinate no longer, lest thy scornM 
Redeemer should pronounce the wprd-^ 
" That ginner^s visitation's at an end : 
♦' My spirit shall no longer strive with him : 
♦* Consign. him to his own tremendous doom." 
Forbid it, Lord ! Remember Calvary ! 

Rebellious mortal, lay thy weapons doWn ; 
Confess thy guilt, thy total need of Him ; 
He will in no wise cast the suppliant out, 
Who hiimbly sues for grace divinely free* 

Ho ! all " ye restless wanderers after rest," 
Lovers of pleasure more than of your God ; 
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Disquieting yourselves in vain for earthly toys. 

Still panting after more, the more possessM, 

Can a rational, an immortal mind, 

With husks be satisfied ? Impossible. 

Who 6eeka for happiness in aught beneath 

The skies, will be convincM how vain the search. 

Earth gfoaAs beneath the weight of man'$ offence ; 

Nor can it yield felicity, till He 

Who bore the curse, remove it far away. 

By that all potent, soul-reviving word, 

** I am the Lord that healeth, go in peace. 

And all things richly for my sake enjoy .*^ 

Thrice happy, then, the universe shall smile,, 

And all creation lead thee to thy God*, 

While some are sinning with an outstretchM art»^ 
Thinking the Lord will not regard, nor shall 
Prevent their will ; the Pharisee thanks his. 
God he^s not so vile ; he scorns the wretch 
AbandonM, pest of society i 
Bids him stand by, he is holier far ; 
Constant attendance at his church he pays; 
Confesses there "In him there is no health ;'*^ 
(Yet never felt his spiritual disease) 
Kneels at the altar ; sometimes bestows an 

Alms. What can he ever have to fear ? His 

»• ■ •< - * ' 

Pious deeds will surely open heaven ! 
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Beside, his hearth so very good, he needs 

No Saviour; he can save himself: He 

Prays indeed, that "God would cleanse his thoughts by 

Inspiration from above,^' yet cannot 

Understand his hearths polluted : he is 

So honest, and so just, rendVing to all 

Their due. To all their due. Is that the fact? 

What i$ thy Maker^s due^ O man ? What will 

Ye pay the sovereign Lord of all ? He 

To whom we owe the highest strains of praise* 

The whole creation manifests his love i 

^Tis He preserves and feeds a thankless race. 

And higher still, O earth ! be glad ; he bowM 

The heavens, and came down ; all righteousness 

Fulfilled, and died to save a ruinM world* 

What due return doth God demand for gifts 
So great, so free ? What doth his law demand ? 
That law by which you think to stand secure. 
Know ye its vast extent ? reaching the thought*, 
And innermost recesses of the heart. 
One deviation stamps eternal death. 
The law is holy, righteous, just, and good; 
A transcript of th' eternal spotless mind. 
The least desire arising in the heart, 
<5pposM to perfect love of God and man, 
Explodes for ever, every pleftj and 
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Every boadt, of moral rectitude^ • 

And leaves the sinner^ guilty and condemn^. 

Methinksi I hear you say, *' The terms are hard/* 
Reflect : Should the poor criminal arraign^ 
For theft, offer in his defence, " he ne^er 
Committed murder,^^ ah ! how vain the plea* 
Condemned he stands ; mercy alone can save ; 
And if the golden scepter be held oat. 
The criminal receives with joy, and will 
Not think *' The terms are hard/^ 
Produce thine arguments, O mighty man ! 
Shew us the base on which thy hope is built. 
Ye who ne'er felt the sore disease of sin^ 
Nor think^ ye need the great physician. 
Self-righteous mortal ! stand the test ; and see 
If ye can longer laugh at Adam's guilt : 
Enter thy closet, there devote one hour 
To God ; ye have devoted many to 
The world : Now in Hi& presence prostrate 
Thyself before him ; with the deepest awe, 
Recall thy scattered thoughts, be all serene* 
Surely, a creatui'e so upright can keep 
His mind one hour from wandering free, and 
Join the angeUc host in worship pure. 
Where went that thought ? To earth's remotest bound. 
What ! not one hour^ without a wand'ring thought,. 
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When worshipping the gloriaus Deity ? 

And yet, depending on thine own poor deeds, 

Ye boldly say, " I have no need of Jesus, 

" Or but a'partial need^ t* atone for my 

Defects/' Was it a partial righteousness 

That He wrought outj a partial love, when 

He canceled that debt, sinners ne'er could pay, 

In tears, and groans, and agonies, and blood-^ 

His work was all complete. O love divine ! 

Eternal wonder of the hosts above ! 

While abject worms of earth presumed to sneer, 

Bright seraphs looked with admiration down. 

And haiPd a ransomM world : they viewM with joy^ 

The bright perfections of their God displayed ; 

All harmoni^ijig ;— merdy magnified. 

Truth unsullied, and justice unreproachM. 

Behold the Saviour, ready to receive 
All who renounce themselves, and build on him : 
" Other foundation, non^e can securely 
Lay,'** where that foundation is revealM, 
Receiving, the atonement, all thy powers 
Shall be ^ngagM t' adore and to obey. 
Thy dross shall then be turnM to gold, gold that 
I& current in the courts above ; the gold 
Of faith, more precious, than; the richest 
Mines can boast. 
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Where are the hearers of the joyful sound, 
Who throng in multitudes, to difPrent courts ? 
A pleasing sight. ^Tis good t' assemble, where 
The gracious son of David passeth by : 
And that we can assemble, claims constant 
Praise. We " behold our teachers, none making 
Us afraid/^ Thrice happy day ! Not so, when 
Racks excruciating, with fire and sword, 
Awaited those who ownM a dying God. 
Surely, the *' noble army'^ gone before, 
Whp life disdainM in such a glorious cause. 
Should animate our zeal, inflame our love. 
The " cloud of witnesses,'^ would thus exhort : 
" Be not slothful, ye, who bear our Master^s 
Sacred namje, through which we overcame, the 
Most tremendous forms that ever death put 
On. — By faith beholding th^ Invisible, 
We conquest gainM ; and now eternal palms 
Of victory we bear, and lay our crowns, 
Adoring, at his feet, who granted strength 
Sufficient for our day ; disarmM death 
Of his sting, and made us more than conquer, 
Through his most precious blood. Be vigilant :— • 
War the good warfare: fight ye the battles 
Of the Lord. Your Captain, wise and strong, to 
Certain. victory leads; disdain the thought 
Of halting in the way ; put the whole armour 
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On, and, in Jehovah^s strength, to conquest 

Go : Screened from the rage of persecution's 

Power, beware, lest earth's allurements take 

Your crown/' 

And, while we unmolested sit beneath 

Our vine, O may our hearts ascend in pray'r 

To Him, by whom kihgs reign, and princes rule : 

That He would deign to look propitious 

On our gracious king, guide with His counsel 

Through this mortal vale, and late remove, to 

Realms of endless day. The potent arm, I 

Trust, will still defend, as when his guardian 

Angely by divine command, the instrument 

Of death averted, filling his subjects 

Hearts with grateful joy. '^''t^'^--"\\ 

May th' august partner of his joys and woes 
Be kept secure from evil, hiding in 
His great Name, to which the righteous run. 
And safely rest amid surrounding storms ; 
Plants of renown their royal sons be made ; 
Their daughters polish'd in the school of grace ; 
All own thy potent sway, O King of kings ; 
All to thy scepter bend, O Prince of peace : 
And when the illustrious line have blest 
Succeeding sges, may they, late remov'd 
From earth, meet joyful, round thai higher throne ; 
There to receive the never-fading crown. 
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And bend with rapture at the Saviour's feet, 
Whose ten^ples once were crownM with thorni^ for 

[them. 

And are all hearers, ** doers of the word ?'* 
Is all genuine gold, where glittering gifts 
Appear ? Where are the haughty followers 
Of an humble Lbrd ? The covetous 
Disciples of a irK>st liberal master ?— 
The angry friends, of the meek Lamb of God ? 
The railers ? with whom the great apostle 
AdvisM his converts not to eat, if such 
ProfessM to love the Lord. Say, should we eVr 
With joy recite our own misdeeds ?—^Then, go 
And love thy brother as thyself ; watch not 
His halting ; bear him up before the throne 
Of grace : If he be fallen, ye that are 
Spiritual, labour to restore, in 
Condescending meekness. '' The wrath of man 
Works not the righteousness of God :^' Thyself 
Yet mortal ; the harness not put off; often 
Exposed to various ills, and, but 
For grace, in various ills might falL 
Tell him his fault, ^twixt thee and hm alone^ 
According to the great divine command. 
'Tis God ordains : His word obey y and he 
Will own and bless the faithful deed. Perhaps, 
Thy brother^s heart, convinced^ will yield; will 
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Thank thee for thfe kind reproof. The end fulfiird, 

All shall submit to charity's command. 

Who lacks of love divine the evidence, 

Tho' angel gifts may shine, weighed in the balance^ 

Wanting will be found. 

Ye triflers ! who own the gospel true, and 
Oft attend, and, could the way he broader 
Made, would'walk therein ; would gladly be for 
God, and for the worlds enjoy its follies 
While life shall last, and, in a dying hour. 
Surrender freely all for God ; vain hope I 
He claims an undivided heart, or none. 
Where will ye hide when earth's foundations fail ! 
When dissolving worlds, proclaim the Saviour 
Near! He comes, to manifest, beyond a 
Doubt, His justice, wisdom, mercy, truth, and 
Love. Ten thousand times ten thousand shall attend : 
Resplendent glory beaming in his face, 
Shall fill with transport, all who love his name ; 
And all who once despised shall be asham'd, 
Deeply lamenting their sad loss of Him, 
In anguish insupportable, and woe 
Extreme. The grand criterion then will be. 
Whose superscription do we bear ? Was 
God, or Mammon, our supreme delight ? — ^My 
Soul to which of these, dost thou belong, art 



"P^ 



Thou enrolled among the wise who long for 

His appearing ? 

Thrice happy, ye, who worship in the inner 

Court ; who, having felt yourselves exceeding 

Vile, and totally depraved, have self 

Renounced, and fled for refuge to that 

Glorious hope the sacred word appoints ; 

Making the tri-une God your only trust. 

By faith, ye apprehend the slaughterM Lamb ; 

Great antitype of all the types before ; 

Your substitute, your great atonement He, 

In that important hour, when darkness velVd 

The sun, and the God-man for rebels dyM. 

O ! for more realising faith, to pass 

The years between, and view the great event, 

Great mistery of love, before unknown : 

Then smite upon the breast, and say, " My soul, 

Was this for thee ?'' And can ye, then, henceforth. 

Repine, or say thy lot is hard ? Think ye, 

(If thought can reach) what thy Redeemer bore, 

And with joy reflect, what must the purchase 

Be, that cost so great a price. 

Who can concfeive the *• eternal weight of 
Glory,*' that awaits, when all the storms of 
Life are o'er, never, never, to return. 
" Eye hath not seen, nor hath ear heard, nor hath 
It entered into the human heart to 
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Comprehend/^ what Jesus hath prepared ; 
The many mansions in- the upper world ; 
There ye shall see Him as He is, all tears 
Be wiped away, by Him who sitteth 
On the throne, and leads to springs of pure and 
Permanent felicity. 

Here, " we see darkly^through a glass,^^ and oft^ 
Our ignorance lament : in Heaven we 
" Shall know, even as we now are known,^^ and 
Knowledge increasing, shall increase our love. 
From lovers great source, each bright inhabitant 
Partakes the joy, that shall eternally remain. 
There purest friendship reigns, that balm of life, 
On earth begun, and perfected above, 

(O, sacred friendship ! much to thee I owe. 
More than my feeble verse can e^er repay ; 
Warmest acknowledgments, inferior far 
To what thou hast bestowed. May thy great 
Patron own, and openly reward, the 
Friendly aid, which deignM to render timely 
Consolation, when wave o^er wave presaged 
A tempest near.) 

Ye favoured heralds of the King of kings ! 
Who bear His message to a guilty world ; 
Plac'd as a city on an hill, exposM 
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To public view, your conduct watched by a 
Malignant eye. May the great bishop of 
Your souls keep you on every side. Be 
His salvation as a bulwark strong, to 
Guard from ev^ry foe. The spirit's gracious 
Fruits in you abound, long-suffering, and 
Meek ; servants of all, for your dear Master's 
Sake ; who, altho' Lord of aU, a servant's 
Form assum'd. 

O ! may you deeply feel the sacred truths 
You preach-^-Use ev'ry talent in the grand 
Cause— Disrobe the sinner of his fancy'd 
Worth-— Exalt the Saviour, your delightful 
Theme. Of his fullness, may you still receive 
Wisdom and strength, sufficient for the day ;— 
Finding in him, a place of rivers broad 
And plenteous streams, where living waters flow; 
Your warmest zeal be constantly empk)y^d. 
In throwing down the enemy's strong -holdsi,--^ 
The enemy of Jems^ : Not he who 
May in tesser matters not agree. 
Thinking. he hath an equal right to judge. 
The truth of many controverted points 
We soon shall die to know : prepare us for 
That hour, O Thou who hath the keys of death 
-And hell : the one be vanquished, and the 
Other shut. 
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Behold, two followers of our common 
Lord, whose equal light very conspicuous 
Shines. Whose fervent love is manifest to 
All ; still, in non-essentials, antipodes. 
And such they die, full of immortal hope^ 
Rejoicing ; looking with triumph on an 
Opening grave : they meet aboVe, and find 
No jarring string. Eternal harmony 
With transport fills the ransomM of the Lord. 
Which of the two are right ?— Who can reply ? 
Sure proof, that hve^s the grand essential, 
The love of God, producing love to man. 

Children of sorrow, lift your di'ooping head ! 
Lo ! Jesus reigns, the universal King ; 
He o'er all presides ; nor can a " sparrow 
Fall" tilhHe permits ;— -O'er-ruling still all 
Natural ill for good ;-*-etemal good^ 
When time shall be no more< He will jfreely 
Undertake your ev'ry cause ; nor scorn 
The meanest name. In loving mercy He 
Rebukes when e'er ye turn aside ; that ye 
May feel, how bitter and how vain, e'er to 
Forsake the fountain head of bliss, for streams 
Polluted. Under His mighty hand, your 
Spirits bow : in deep distress, pour out your 
Souls to Him : His ear will hear ; He will not 

D 
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Alway chide, nor take his loving kindness 
Quite away. Bdiold how high the heavens 
Above the earthy so great his mercy to 
The trembling soul ;-<-so far his thoughts our poor 
Ideas transcend. 

If ye are strainers to that sacred name 
Which can afford strong confidence in woe ; 
Now hear his voice, nor let affliction's call 
Be sent in vain. Why frowns the world ? To wean 
From earth, and lead thy mind to nobler views ; 
More glorious pursuits. This thy God's great 
Design. Doth He delight to grieve the sons 
Of men ? Far be the thought from each human 
Breast. Too oft our errors, or our crimes, the 
Cause of pain. Or, if from God's immediate 
Hand, for some wise end : welcome the gracious 
Guest : let all thy powers yield to the stroke, 
Assur'd, what Wisdom infinite appoints 
Cannot be wrong. 

AH hail, ye highly-favour'd, happy few ! 
On whom a double portion is bestow'd ; 
Where grace and providence united shine, 
A goodly heritage, employed for God ; 
Bestowing what H6 freely gave, and, like 
Your Master, blessing all around ; causing 
Thanksgiving to abound to Him, who, when 
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He came to save a ruinM world, tho^ rich 
From everlasting, laid by his glory freely. 

I would congratulate those noble minds, 
(O grant their cause success, thou God of love) 
Which can commiserate a fellow-creature's 
Woe, to sorrows keen innurM.!~0 Christians ! 
Can ye forget, our God has no respect 
Of persons : He commands the sun to shine 
Without distinction, and on the just and 
Unjust sends the fruitful showers. 

Revolving ages pass away, and time 
With rapid wing hastes to a period. 
Omnipotent Redeemer ! Soon may thy 
Kingdom come, and mightily prevail. Let 
Every nation own their rightful Lord.— — 
May wars, and tumults, over-rul'd by Thee, ^ 
All tend to usher in the glorious day. 
When, taught of God, man shall learn war no more. 
Let the glad tidings sound from pole to pole : 
Bless with thy presence all that shall proclaim 
Them : Crown with success thy written word, which 
Is conveyM to distant lands, and let a 
Double blessing rest on all who offer, 
Willingly, assistance in the glorious cause. 
Let cruelty and superstition hide 
Their baneful heads ; oppression fall, in 
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All its various forms : Righteousness 

And peace look down from heaven, and bless the 

Earth, with justice, truth, and love. 

Pour out thy spirit on all flesh, that all 

May know their God ; thy glory spreading wide 

In every land, as mighty waters 

Cover the great deep. 






■ * 
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ON THE SABBATH. 



Ha I L, blessed day ! of all the week the best, 

A sacred respite from corroding care ; 

O ! may my soul enjoy a solemn rest, 

And meet her Saviour in His house of prayer. 

Or if, in providence, detained at home. 
Thy presence not confined to time or place ;— 
To Thee the weary may at all times come ; 
Accessible to all the Throne of grace. 

Impart to me thy Resurrection^s pow'r. 
To raise my mind above terrestrial things. 
To thine abode ; O let my spirit soar. 
And hold communion with the King of kings. 

Bless all the worshipping assemblies. Lord ! 
Diffuse the savour of thy sacred name ; 
With fixM attention, may they hear thy word, 
And feel thy love eternally the same. 

Let all commissionMin thy holy name 
Be taught of Thee, while they attempt to teach ; 
Pure be their motive, single be their aim. 
Deeply experiencing the truths they preach. 
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** Thy kingdom come/^ and mightily prevail ; 
Satan's strong-holds in ev^y heart overthrow, 
Bestow the faith and love that ne'er shall fail. 
And heav'n's anticipated here below. 



Nk^ 
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ON HIS MAJESTY'S RECOVERY. 



With gratitude, let ev^ry bosom glow, 
In praise ascendirig to the lUng of kings ; 
Blessings on Britain He doth still bestow. 
Defending with the shadow of his wings. 

Our gracious sovereign, visited with pain, 
Potending speedy dissolution near. 

Finds health, in some degree, restored again, 

And hope reviving, dissipates our fear. 

Long may he reign, with ev^ry blessing blest ; 
May peace and plenty floftrish in his day ; 
His pow^r exerted to relieve th' oppressed. 
Wisdom divine directing all his way. 

Supporter of religion^s glorious cause, 
A nursing father to the Church of God ; 
A minister for good, by wholsome laws 
Suppressing vice, tho^ rising as a flood. 

We are aware, the moment must arrive, 
(Be it delayed to far remoter years) , 
When nought of royalty shall here survive. 
When earthly splendour all shall disappear. 
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Then blooms immortal the believer's hope, 
An anchor stedfast, cast within the veil, 
The Great Jehovah bears his spirits up,— 
The rock of endless ages cannot fail. 

Built oh that rock, may oiar great prince be found. 
Hid in the sacred cleft,^ where >^ torms descend ; 
The arm omnipotent his path surround. 
The Lord of Ho^/in life and death, his friend. — 
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Dear MISS T R. 



J UST entering cm the voyage of life, 

You need a pilot wise ; 
For winds and waves maintain a strife. 

And many billows rise. 

There is a pilot, wise and good, 
Many have tryM His skill, — 

To brave the raging boisterous flood, 
He hath both pow^r and will. 

Yea, tho' the sea run mountains higl^ 

So potent is His sway. 
You cannot sink, if He be nigh, 

For winds and seas obey. 

Your pilot is a' captain too, 

Omnipotent His arm! 
He hath overcome great foes for you, 

And He'll protect from harm. 

A counsellor, your pilot is. 

Yet never takes a fee ; 
No cause He undertakes can miss ; 

A matchless pilot He. 

£ 
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Your little bark to Him commit, — 
Aim not yourself to steer, 

But sit submissive at His feet, 

« 

And you have nought to fear. 

Through winds and waves He^U safe convey, 

To the celestial shore. 
The haven of eternal day, 

Where storms shall rise no more. 
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TO MISS B ^R, 



ON THE ANIV£RSARY OF HER BIRTH. 



Permit a friend Sincerely to impart. 

In feeble verse, the dictates of her heart. 

May heaven, propitious, dart a cheating ray. 

While I attempt to hail your natal day ; 

And though the anniversary is past, 

Th' important cause eternally shall last. 

Born to exist, when time shall cease to be. 

An heir of glorious immortality. 

To this great end, devote your youth to God, 

And nobly choose the unfrequented road ; — 

Earth's vain allurements are beneath their aim, 

Who act consistent with the Christian name : 

That sacred appellation shall survive 

All the poor titles this vain world can give ; 

Its riches, honours, pleasures, pass away. 

As darkness flies before the opening day. 

No finite good can satisfy the mind. 

Immortal made, for higher bliss designM — 

What sai th the Lord ? * * Daughter give me thy heart : 

Pow'r to obey He freely will import ; 

Ask, and receive ; ye cannot ask in vain ; 

The humble suppliant, he will not disdain.— 
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^Tis Jesus calls, who left his throne above. 

To ransom sinners by His boundless love. 

He paid the price to set the captivM free, 

And bring them into glorious liberty. 

O ! listen to His voice. His call attend. 

So shall He be your everlasting friend. 

May light divine illumine all your way. 

Still shining brighter to the perfect day ; 

To hoary hairs, may Jacob's God defend, 

Bless by the way, and comfort in the end ;— 

Give final victory in the mortal hour, 

His arm averting ev^ry adverse power : 

So shall you shout the triumphs of the Lamb, 

And more than conquer through the great I AM, 

Be gathered as a ripenM sheaf of corn. 

And bles6 the day that ever you were born. 



-^^ 
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TO MISS R******GS, 



ON HER BIRTH DAY. 



1-1 ! twelve revolving years are past away, 

Since you, I trust, an heir of endless day, 

For gracious ends, was into being brought. 

By His great pow^r, who spake the world from nought. 

An helpless babe, into the world you came ; 

And dust and ashes is the infant's name. 

I need not tell you, ~ you were born in sin, 

An evil heart of unbelief within ; 

To this your own experience sets the seal. 

Prone to depart fronv God, you daily feeL 

But need you in your fallen state remain ? 

What saith the Lord? " Ye must be born again." . 

Seek then, by mighty prayer, that birth to prove ; 

All things are ready, through a Saviour's love. 

The Lord of glory came to save the lost : 

Will ye be his disciple ? Count the cost ;— 

The world's allurements vain, ye must forego. 

If ye determine Jesus Christ to know : 

For God and mammon never can agree. 

Or happiness be join'd to misery. 

Then choose the better part ;— where can ye find 

A friend so wise, so potent, and so kind ? 
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He hath with blessings crownM your early days, 
And now expects the just return of praise. 
Our various talents are the gift of heaven, 
And strict account of all must soon be given, 
In that great day, when Jesus shall appear ;— 
On this the Scriptures are express, and clear : 
That you, in that tremendous day, may stand. 
Adoring, with the sheep, at his right hand ; 
Implore the aid, — ^Omnipotence will give,— 
And from this happy day begin to live. 

That you may be the great Redeemer's care, 
In life, and death, is the unfeignM prayer. 

Of your affectionate God Mother, 



S. B ^N, 
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THE POET SAYS— 



" Ye diflPrent sects, who all declare, 
Lo, here is Christ, or lo, He^s there ; 
The stronger proof divinely give, 
And shew me where the Christians live. 



But here a just enquiry may arise, 
" Who is the Christian ? Who the truly wise ?*' 
To this important question, we shall find 
An answer,* that will satisfy the mind : 
In God^s most holy word, the marks are plain. 
If there we seek, the search will not be vain. 

Not the ungodly^ who dare disobey 
God's great command, and scorn their gracious day ; 
And think whene'er the solemn hour draws nigh. 
That they must hear the sentence, "Thou shaltdie : 
If they can offer the depending plea,-— 
" God of all grace be merciful to me. 
Thou know'st, I can no longer live in sin. 
Open the gates of heav'n and take me in ; 
And, with thy saints, let me obtain the prize. 
Thy favour, — ^which Pve all my life despisM/' 
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O ! thoughtless mortal, know thy day of grace ; 
Remember heav'n is rather state than place ; 
, Could an unholy soul admittance gain, 
The sacred place would but enhance its pain. 
If prayer, and praise, and fellowship divine, 
Be here a burden, can ye think to join 
The countless multitude, whose chief delight 
Is to enjoy the beatific sight ; 
To shout, " the Lamb, the Life, the Truth, th^ Way, 
In songs of pj^ises, through etefnal day. 



Not the self-righteous, who no Saviour need, 
Wh6, for acceptance, their own merits plead ; 
" The whole need no physician,^^ saith the Lord,— 
Who ne^er were wounded by the Spirit^s sword ; 
Who never felt the sore disease of sin, 
Or ardent prayM to be made pure within. 
Nor those mere formalists, who vainly place 
External rites in stead pf inward grace ; 
To whom the gospel 4tt-a pleasant sound, 
That grace doth more, much more, than sin abound ; 
What God hath done to save aaniinM race, 
Yet labour not to feel this saving grace, 
It^s mighty, all-restoring, power to prove, 
The heart-experience of renewing love. 

Our Lord^s great sermon on the mount declare 
What fruit his genuine disciples bear. 
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To His infitructions, O ! my soul, attend, 
And get thy teaching from the sinner^s friend ; 
He tells us what foundation to secure, 
And how the superstructure shall endure ; 
Which way the goodly fabric shall arise, 
By Him supported, 'till it reach the skies. 
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ON THE APPARENT COOLNESS 

OF A FRIEND. 



Vv HY mpam for friendship unretum'd, 

Or unregarded love, . 
A greater friend for thee hath mourned, 

Descending from above. 

That friend, whose word, all worlds obeyed, 

By Him in being brought, 
Who all-creating pow^r display^, 

With bright existence fraught : 

And to redeem the world he made, 

When ruinM by the fall, 
AssumM our nature, was betrayM, 

And bare the curse of all. 

For our offences, did not hide 

From shame his sacred face. 
By foes condemnM, by friends denyM, 

Under our just disgrace. 

View Him arraignM at Pilate's bar^ 

Let solemn reverence fill 
Thy wandering mind, nor ever, dare 

Dispute his gracious will. 
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Behold Him sweating drop's of blood, 
Through ev*ry throbbing vein, 

By faith behold th' expiring God, 
By his own creatures slain. 

O height, and depth, of love divine, 
Surpassing human thought, 

Thine was the pain, the praise be mine. 
For all thy lovfe hath wrought. 

For all thy love for me hath wrought, 
Be this my constant prayer, 

O ! take the heart so dearly bought, 
Nor meet a rival there. 



My faithful, my unchanging friend, 
E^er 'since he gave me. breath, 

I trust to see, when time shall end, 
Triumphant over death. 






Nor let a meaner hope or fear . O 

^ Unhappiness betray, 

For as the sun's bright beams appear. 

The shadows flee away. '■' ^ 



Creatures can ne -er my soul defend. 
Nor may they e'er distress. 

For Jesus is my constant friend. 
And he hath power to bless. — 



I 
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THE 27th PSALM, 5th 



<( 



FOR m THE TIME OF TROUBLE HE SHALL HIDE M£ 

IN HIS pavilion/' 



- , -^ 



W HEN^sorrowfi keen oppress the mind, 
In Thee, my God, may I confide, 
And daily pray, my will resignM, 

In thy pavilion hide. 

If sickness o*er this frame prevail, 
Or with temptation sorely tryM, 
O ! grant the faith that shall not fail. 

In thy pavilion hide. 

Whenever this deceitful heart 
From duty's path would turn aside. 
That I from Thee may ne'er depart, 

In thy pavilion hide. 

In ^iaturat di stress,'— be still ! 
The Lord omnipotent presides. 
And all who cleave to Him, He will 

In his pavilion hide. 
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And when my flesh and heart shall fsunt 
At tKe approach of Jordan's tide, 
Attentive, Lord, to my complaint, 

^ In thy pavilion hide. 

In the last great tremendous day, 
That shall the doom of all decide, 
That I may stand without dismay, 

In thy pavilion hide. 
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8th CHAPTER of SOLOMON'S SONGS, 

15th VERSE. 

•' WHO IS THIS THAT COMETH UP OUT OF THE WIL- 
DERNESS, LEANING UPON HER BELOVED.^' 

1 HE world^s a wilderness, indeed,* 
Where many cares perjplex the way. 
The sorrows that to joys succeed 

Dbscure the day. 

Allurements also here we find, , 
Th^ enchanted traveler to enthrall ; 
But who is this leaves all behind 

At Jesus' call ? 

Amid the darkness of the night. 
In which unwary mortals are. 
She views the rising of the bright 

And morning star- 

The Saviour calls ; — the soul obeys. 
Out of the wilderness ascend J 
By faith, reposing all the way, 

On her sure friend. 

Th' Omnipotent Himself, her guide, 
She shall not miss the living way, 
He will protect his purchasM bride. 

His arm her stay. 
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i6th CHAPTER GENESIS, 13th VERSE^ 



*' THOU GOD SEEST ME/' 



Important truth, may I adore 
The Omniprfesent deity, 
Protected by the mighty pow^r 

Of Him who seeth me. 

In all my intercourse below. 
Deeper may this impression be, 
Wherever I am, whatever I do, 

Jehovah seeth me. 

O, how can I the test abide, 
Of His most righteous scrutiny ? 
My secret thoughts I cannot hide, 

From Him who seeth me. 

How shall a guilty worm appear, 

Before the God of purity ? 

Or how with confidence draw near 

To Him who seeth me ? 
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One only way there yet remain^^ 

In which I can accepted be. 

The spotless Lamb, for sinners slain. 

In mercy seeth me. 

Renouncing self,-— In bright displays, 
God, reconcilM in Christ, I see. 
And trust, eternally to praise. 

The God who seeth me. 



1^ 
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ist of ICINGS, 17th CHAPTER, 14th VERSE. 

** THE BARREL OF MEAL SHALL NOT WASTE, NEITHER 
SHALL THE CRUISE OF OIL FAIL, &c/^ 
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vV HEN famine sore distressed the land. 

And nought could purchase bread, 
A widow, by the Lord^s conunand, 
The holy prophet fed. 

< 
Preparing for herself and son, 

" That they might eat and die ;^' 

She little thought, by means unknown. 

Deliverance was so nigh. 

*' Prepare for me,ee the prophet said,— 
" Cast off desponding fear ;— 

" For he who is the living bread 
*' Will make his pQw^r appear. 

« 

^' Behold! thy meal shall multiply, 

** Nor shall the oil decrease, 

** ^Xill rain descending from the sky 

*' Shall cause the dearth to cease. ^^ 

G 
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The welcome message she received. 

As sent 'her from above, 
Whatever the prophet said, believM, 

And provM her faith by love. 

But what would unbelief have said ? 
*' Shall I my last divide?— 

" Wherewith can I or mme be fed, 
** Or how our wants supply M ? 



God of the prophets ! — still the same. 
Thy power cannot fail ; 

Bestow on all who love thy name 
The faith that shall prevail. 
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20th of GENESIS, i ith VERSE. 

BECAUSE I THOUGHT, SURELY THE FEAR OF GOD IS 

NOT IN THIS PLACE/^ 



They fear not God,-— should I infer, 

Because they follow nqt with me ? 

* 

How greatly pious men may err, 
In judgment how mistaken be. 

^Tis the omniscient God alone. 
The heart of ev'ry creature knows ; 

Thrice happy he whoin God shall owni 
How e'er misjudgM the path he goes. 

Tis not, " lo here, or there/* the place, 
Where true religion may be found : 

Internal is the reign of grace, 
And ev'ry place is holy ground. 


I 
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How often does experience prove, 
Our thoughts erroneously decide ; 

O may the all-prevailing love 

That^'* hopeth all things*' be our guide.' 
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«« I HAVE COMMANDED THE RAVENS 

TO FEED THEE/^ 



Obedient to the high command, 
A prophet is the raven's care ; 
Tho' dwelling in a barren land, 
The birds of prey his servants are. 

Inverted nature shall confess, 
The God of ^11 the hosts above, 
Whether to punish or to bless. 
Proving hi$ justice, or his love : 

His justice, awfully display M, 
When the earth openM to receive 
That rebel race which disobeyM, 
Nor Moses, nor his God believed. 

No hungry lions can devour. 
If nature^s Sovereign restrain. 
Nor fire exert destructive pow^r,— 
It^s sev'n-fold rage shall be in vain, 

Elijah's God is^till the same, 
His peoples all-sufficiqnt friend. ;-r 
They who take refuge in his Name^ 
Shall find Him faithful to the end. 
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O^ THE ANNIVERSARY 

OF S, B N. 



CjrOD of my life, great object of my praise, 
This day I would my Ebenezer raise ; 
Brought into being by thy mighty pow'r. 
Born to exist when time shall be no more. 
By strength divine, to conquer earth and sin. 
And endless glory, through thy grace, to win*— * 
For more than fifty years, preserved and fed,— 
And through the wilderness in safety led : — 
Blessings and trials formM the varyM scene ;— 
(Were trials needless they had never been.) 
Infinite wisdom we may not decry ; 
Storms are as useful as a cloudless sky. 
Forsake me not ; my strength begins' to fail ; 
Soon shall I leave this transitory vale ; 
The shadows of the evening now appear, — 
When night is come, — ^O God, my God, be near. 
Let not the night of death my soul dismay ; 
Lead me to regions of eternal day. 
Not, Lord, as my desert, thy love hath been ; 
Thy boundless love, will pardon all my sin. 
O ! let thy presence bless the closing scene, 
That I may see thy face without a veil between. 

FINIS. 



^VrinLii at the PliiUnihropic Kefotni, St. Gcorg.U Field*, 
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